
The Gardens at Historic London Town and Gardens
Developed originally in the early 1970s, Historic London Town and Gardens offers a unique and diverse 
horticultural experience, including woodland, ornamental, environmental and historical gardens across nearly 
10 acres. 

Ornamental Gardens
Comprised of the Cook Memorial and Lillian S. Hall Memorial Gardens, the ornamental gardens include cherry 
blossoms and daffodils in the early spring, several forms of peonies in the spring, Southern magnolias in the 
summer, and beautiful views of the South River all year long. 

Environmental Gardens
You can walk through a ground-level living roof surrounding the Visitor Center or enjoy the flowers blooming 
in one of our bio-retention gardens. London Town also features many native plants as well as rain barrels to help 
encourage environmentally sound garden practices. 

Woodland Gardens
The largest section of gardens, the woodland gardens include stunning collections of hollies, azaleas, camellias 
and viburnum among others. The low-lying dell features a pond, footbridge, towering trees and embankments 
of azaleas and camellias. Notable trees include a Dawn Redwood and the Bald Cypress by the river’s edge. Along 
the azalea walk are not just several mature and unique azalea cultivars but also hellebores, bleeding hearts and 
epimediums. London Town is particularly noted for its extensive collection of camellias, especially our cold-
hardy camellias developed by Dr. William Ackerman of the U.S. National Arboretum in the 1980s. Some can 
withstand temperatures as low as -15 degrees! 

Colonial Kitchen Garden
Across from the Lord Mayor’s Tenement, the Kitchen Garden features vegetables and herbs that may have grown 
in a colonial London Towner’s home garden in the 17th or 18th century. 

Sound and Sensory Garden
Our most recent garden is the interactive Sound and Sensory Garden for children of all ages. Jump across tree 
stumps and play with musical instruments under a high tree canopy. In the spring, the native redbuds and 
dogwood trees bloom. 


