John Flack (alias Evans)
People of London Town, Maryland”

John Flack first appears in the historical record in February of 1747. Richard Mount, an
overseer at Mill Planation working for William Cumming near Annapolis, places an
advertisement in the Maryland Gazette calling for the capture of Flack. Under the pretense of
visiting a nearby house, Flack borrowed a horse and disappeared. For the next several weeks the
advertisement was repeated in the Gazette, disappearing by the publication of March 17™s
edition. Presumably, Flack had been captured or had returned by that time.

' Februcry 23, 1947,

Y HEREA'S, acertain Fobn Fack, o?:hcgz $4fnjhnt.
borrowed of the Sublcriber, Overfeer to }1/,-7”,;,,,, Cam-
ming, Efq; © the Mill Plontation near Annapolis, 2 fmall Bay
troting Herfe, a Bridle and an old Saddle without u Pad in it,
on Pretence of going to the lawe Dwelling-Plantation of Mr.
Mordecai Hammond, deceafed ; bat has never fince been heard
of. The Horfe has a Star in- his Forehead, a black Mane,
with 2 Switch Tail, and is branded on one Buttock, ar Shoulder,

(but which is not certain) thus O; he has alfo the fame Bran
under his Mane, The {aid F/vck is a thort well-fer Man, ivith
blick Hair; and had on a Felt Hat, loop'd up with white
Taread ; two Cotton Jackets, one dyed with Samacle -Besrizs,
the other of a yelowifh Colour; a Pair-of Leather Brecches,

hgnt colour'd Worfted Stockings, and Fresch Fall Shoes, -/
Whoever will fecure the {aid Flack, fo as ho 'mayBcibfon'gin
'to Juftice, fhall have Thirty Shillings Reward ; and ‘whosver
- will-bring the faid Horfe, Saddle, and Bridle to the Subferiber,
fha!l have the fame Reward, paid by Ricsaro Mourn't,
- N. B. The faid Flack frequently changes his Name, a3 be
lately did by fubfcribing his Name Jeb» Ewans, to an e
mentin Writing between him and Mr. Pilliar Gewaar; © 1t 'is

alfo imagined that he has got a Pafs. | R

Maryland Gazette, March 10, 1747 Page 4 T

Only a few months passed before Flack was in trouble again. This time he ran away from his
master, a merchant by the name of William Thornton. Interestingly, Thornton and Cumming
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appear to be friends, exchanging polite jabs as members of the Tuesday Club in Annapolis.*
Thornton penned a colorful description of his servant. With tattoos on both of his hands as well
as his chest, Flack was scarred with gunpowder, and afflicted with sores. His clothing is that of a
sailor, matching the professions he claims. Despite these unsightly marks, John Flack is
described as “very artful, sly, smooth tongued fellow.”

A N-away from the Subfcriber, on the 16th laftant, a
Servant Man named Jobn Flack, a'ias Evans. He is
torc fprightly Man. He is a very artful, fly, fmooth-ton
Fellow ; has s flory by heart, 1s preity much given to d
and when in liquor is wery Impudent.  *I'is probable- he
pafs for a Sailor or a Sal-maker, which Bufincfies he knows
very well ; and 'us likely he will appear in aSailor’s drefs. He
is very much mark’d with Gun-Powder : Undcer his right Breaft,
Ise ha; the reprefentation of 4dam and Ew firting under a Trree ;
and on the back of one of his Hands JOH N, and on the
other FLACK, and has many other Marks on his Arme
and Body. It s fuppos’d he is gone Nor;hward. :
‘W hoever takes up faid F/ack, and brings him to the Subferi-
ber, in smncpolis, thali have Three Pounds Reward befide what
the Law allows, if taken in this Piovince ; and ‘1 hree Piftoles
if in. any other Province. WicrLiam THORNTON.
N. B. There is run away fiom the faid 7bornton, a tall lafly

Neg o Fellow named Caro, he fpeaks bad Englith, and has
loit pawt ef each Foot by tne Froit.

e~

Maryland Gazette, August 18, 1747, Page 3

Within a month the advertisement disappears from the Maryland Gazette. Flack had once
again been returned to his servitude.

For several years Flack disappears from the historical record. We do know that Flack’s
servitude was purchased by August 30, 1753 in Annapolis by William Bicknell. Bicknell
produced supplies for the ships on the South River, and in Annapolis as well. It was his skill as a
sailmaker that made Flack so appealing to Bicknell, a fact evidenced by the mention of Flack in

Bicknell’s advertising his services.

1 Wilson Somerville, The Tuesday Club of Annapolis (1745-1756) as Cultural Performance, University of Georgia
Press: 1996, page 161
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wuim,m BICKNELL,
c41L-MAKER, in ANNAPOLIS,
EREBY gives Notice 1o a-

LILS
Gentlemen who want (0 bhave any SAIL
made, nlr{th:r for Ships, Snows, Brigs, _E:hqnnené
o Siopy, hat they my depend on nE
Work dene by bim, , AT he:dﬂ:-:
ht from Eurcpe; baviog a y don
:I:ca?:ﬂ'onri‘;g, to the Saiisfadtion of his Empleyen,
miz, Sails i;f.::ﬂ- one Ship, two Brigintines, one
gl;op and a Schooner, for Mr, Galleway s SFD
Srows and a Brigantine, for Dr. Sszuars 3 obe SMP,
one Snow, and a Sloop, for Mr. Robertt; %ne :
Bri hch,'l'ur.Mr. Ridytly and Hr‘. Sﬁﬂ-ﬁ; ind &
 deal of Work for Mr. Cm;f_ﬁ. an ml{g 01:_
thers, too tedious to mention. T3l Price for Wor

B ok wm e

- i g 64, Sterling, or eqoal to that
m‘ﬁﬁﬁl;; :I 1 b;th:.- Inll_,"—'ilif can apree.  He
fikewife makes Bed Bottoms, iF the Employer finds
Capvas, &t 81, OF, “if he fndsit, at 20 And

| E%T;lngﬂs may ﬂcp:#d on being ferved with-
LA : ‘ﬂn’r Lumble Err:-.'.efr, ,
it William Bickuel,

‘3 Landsy
N, B, "Hé has 3 Servant Man from :
.} who can make ot mend Emﬁ or Nets.

Maryland Gazette, August 30, 1753

Flack had added the skill of netting to that of a sailor and sail maker. It was not long
before Flack was running again. At the end of March the following year, he fled from his master
in London Town. The opportunity to escape may have come from the fallout following the
mutiny on the sloop Hopewell a few days before, which resulted in the kidnapping of London
Town based servant James Manshore and slave George Cook. Whatever the cause, Bicknell took
to the Gazette to publish the third runaway advertisement for the same servant in seven years.

Interestingly, the advertisement uses many phrases word for word from the one placed by
Thornton in 1747.
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SNl R T Ao i Ll 8

AN gy Jiom the Subfedbery
\ {2 Liad:s, Towwm, on the 1 of ‘March s,
4 Sefviut Man, named Toba /aéé.‘ allay " Evans,
y by Tradc a Sail-Maker ; he is a“fhore fg‘;ighdy
- Mad § ‘he I a“very ahful, fly, fmboth thrigucd
Fgllow, has his Story by Heart, s very much given
o Dtiok, dnd when'ln' Liquor, 18 very impudent ;
ll:G:u 1;r)é}muchbmﬁk‘dhmtb G:rﬁ;fn.g'd“ 'A;J‘-l{ﬁe!
s rizght all he u,(thpt.“ oa,! aui
and Ens ﬁ:fin%’nndcr a2 Tres; ln?m ¢.back of
one of his Hands J, O, H, N;land o the other
F, L, A, C, K; ana has many other Merks in his
Arms and Body ; and uander the Ham of his lef§.
Leg is full of Sores. He had oa when he went
awsy, & firiped red aod white Flannel Jacker, a
Shirt made of Sheeting Linren, and a Pxir of Duck

Troufers much tarr'a. . SO OIS S
Waoever exkes op the:Taid Servant; and fecdres
him {o that his Mafler may have him agaimn, fhall
have Twenty Shillings Reward, befides what the

Law allows. Iilliam Bicknell,

Maryland Gazette, 11 April 1754, Page 3

For a full month this runaway advertisement is published in the Maryland Gazette,
eventually pushed out by other advertisements and news about the start of the French and Indian
War. Whether he was captured or escaped, John Flack’s ultimate fate is unknown.

* As the research into colonial London Town’s inhabitants is an ongoing process, the caveat is offered that additional
information may be found at any time and that a correction of information might also occur at any time.
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